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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

AS SOMEF begins its 6th year, |

am honored to assume the Presidency off t
Board with gratitude to my predecessar:
Thea Okin and Sandra Karriem. Under the
leadership, the Foundation has becom

significant presence in our community
Many of our projects — the ACHIEV

Volunteer Tutor Program, Teacher Grant

the Michelle T. ngcke Teaching Fellowg i Columbia High School
— have become fixtures on the educationAuditorium Renovation 8%

front, providing academic assistance |t
hundreds of children, exciting classroar
projects in all the schools, and offering qu
staff the ability to explore and augment th
skills and scholarship.

We are proud of our new initiatives, mo

notably, an $80,100 donation to the DiSti¢ schieve Tutoring Program 15%

this fall, which included a major gift from an
anonymous donor to purchase equipm
and upgrades to the Emmy Award-winnip
CHS TV Studio Arts Program.

Fundraising remains the key to o

success, and if the past is any predictor of

the future, we look forward to a banner yea
In our first fiscal year our combine
revenues were $34,301. Last year,

PROJECTED SOMEF DISBURSEMENTS
FOR THE CURRENT YEAR (2004-05)

Riecke Fellowship Award 3%
Fundraising Expenses 4%

Other Programs 4%

Administrative Expenses 7%

CHS
TV Studio Project
42%

Teacher Grant Awards 17%

Total amount represented is $190,275.
Audited Financial Statements available upon request.

generated $236,000 from fundraisers

grants, large gifts and campaigns!
SOMEF'’s continued success depend
developing new and exciting fundraising
strategies and on the generosity of
community. Read on for news about @
programs, plans for a new spring fundrais
and, of course, our current year-end appee
Our district's academic excellence, th
excitement our children feel in school an
the creative efforts expended by our teache
are enhanced by SOMEF, but our progran

rely on your contributions. As we settle int:l

the school year, | want to thank you for yag
past donations and invite you to renew yo
support today.
Jean Campbell

President

SOMEF RECEIVES
A GRANT FOR ACHIEVE
FROM THE
STARBUCKS FOUNDATION sTARBUCKS

FOUNDATION

THE STARBUCKS FOUNDATION awarded a $5,000 Youth Leadership Grant to
the ACHIEVE Volunteer Tutor Program. The grant will be used to fund a new
ACHIEVE initiative: a training workshop that will encourage parents to take an
active role in their children’s learning experience. The grant is the result of a
cooperative effort between ACHIEVE and the South Orange Starbucks store whose
partners (employees) served as tutors last year. This was one of only six grants
awarded in the entire New York Metro area this year, and the only one outside of
New York City! A pilot program for the parent workshop is being created by staff
at Tuscan Elementary School in Maplewood for trial this spring.
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HONORING OUR TEACHERS

SOMEF gives families a special way to say “thank you” to dedicated schaiblmembers. Here arefew examples othe heartfel
messages students and parents have sent over the years. Cards are printed with students’ personalized messages anctdigaitistat t
the end of the school year. Proceeds go to the Teacher Grant Fund which has awarded 180 teachers more than $75,096arsjust four

South Mountain: | want to honor my child's teacher because shghis teacher] has worked with my daughter, and now she is reading
has taken the time to get to know each child. She is creative, kil sounding out words. | am proud and blessed to know her. We need
patient, and funny, and one of the most deserving teachers. 100 of her in our schools. She is one in a million.

Tuscan: | want to honor my childss teacher becat &+, ol _ Jefferson: | want to honor my teacher because she has
she has a generosity of spirit, a core humanity * / & 2 / shown me consistent kindness. She has helped me to
should (and hopefully one day will) become f,.--:." g +, understand what's what and helped me decide what
norm in teachers. Her intelligence, spirit, @' Ay’ ) | want to be

compassion are appreciated by her studr &

and their parents alike.

+%, SOMS: | want to honor my childs teacher

because she encouraged my daughter’s

creative writing. She inspired her, expanded
her knowledge, and made her want to

_ strive for excellence. My daughter has

. ' grown as a writer and a young

- & woman.

Seth Boyden: | want to honor my
child’s teacher because she I
changed my daughter's life — and oui.
too. My daughter now loves to learn and he.
gone from the “bottom” learner to a “star.” | cant
thank her enough for her caring — it's powerful!

MMS: | want to honor my child’s teacher
Clinton: | want to honor my teacher because she is a good tea s «+* because my child has adored social studies this
She cares about her students and thinks of them always. If we ft year, AND has gained a global, long-range view of
our lunch bags at school, she brings them to our homes. If we are sic.., history for the first time. Thanks for the challenge!

unhappy, or in a good mood, she will send a note home too.

®
)
.
.
.
-

CHS: | want to honor my child’s teacher because he captivates and

Marshall: | want to honor my child’s teacher because she is raotivates his students with his creative lessons and respectful

wonderful teacher. She is 1000 steps above being a good teacher -pehgonality. Our daughter has grown tremendously as a student due
is a beautiful and very caring human being, always willing to helf his teaching.

Pictured above are SOMEF notecards. Support SOMEF: purchase 6 beautiful cards and envelopes for $10. To order, call 973-275-5088

RIECKE FELLOWSHIP RECIPIENTS ATTEND
DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION CONFERENCE

Three 6th grade Maplewood Middle Schoditudy to implement the strategies and hafieal assessments at the beginning of a ynit,
teachers attended a conference this sumnséared resources with 6th-grade colleaguesaaid then teaches different ways students fcan
to learn about differentiated instructionMMS. He expects the teachers to continue &zhieve the learning objective. Shq's
Differentiation addresses multiple learninghare their experiences with differentiatedonstantly regrouping students based fon
styles and permits students to demonstratestruction at staff and department meetingisiterests and abilities.
their knowledge in various ways. While teachers have made many “wonderful, The other two teachers, Valerie Sharp gnd
As recipients of the first Michelle Trainacreative, adjustments,” the total teaching &ngela Medise, teach social studies gnd
Riecke Teaching Fellowship, Valerie Sharghe redesigned units won't be fully realizedcience, respectively. Mathematics remagns
Angela Medise, and Eve Kingsbury attendedhtil next year, he said. homogenously grouped.
a four-day conference sponsored by Staff Eve Kingsbury, a Language Arts The conference, said Harrison, providtd
Development for Educators in Las Vegaseacher, already has redesigned har “dynamic opportunity for these greht
The conference exposed these teachers todimproach to teaching. The conferendeachers to be exposed to the best mindp
research and methods needed to addressaReeeded her expectations and she returrted field. SOMEF extended them 4n
reorganization of the 6th grade into classes with many resources, including lesson plarspportunity that will impact students fqr
heterogeneous, diverse learners from tled rubrics (assessment tools) that she/ears to come.”
previous homogenous sections. been adapting for classroom use. She's The Fellowship was established |n
According to Principal Kristopher created “tiered” activities for students tanemory of Shelley Riecke, formdr
Harrison, who applied for the Fellowshipselect from in her teaching units. Kingsburgresident of the South Orange-Maplewopd
the teachers are now revising current units ekplained that she introducstsidents to the Board of Education.

in
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SPOTLIGHT ON GRANTS

MINI-GRANT: VISUAL THESAURUS
AN ALTERNATIVE LEARNING TOOL FOR THE ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL

Blocks away from the corner of Valley and Parker, fifty Columbia High School students participate in the off-site Montmoagvalter
Program. Here, they receive individualized instruction in a small setting. Students are selected because they have sigréfieaced
difficulty in the areas of academics, attendance or behavior.

The English component of their coursework centers around a student-driven
writing program that addresses all phases of the writing process, from the initial
"motivational moment" through the rough draft, peer editing, and final revisions
stages.

With the support of a SOMEF mini grant, a non-traditional technology-based tool
is helping the struggling authors find their voice. Montrose students have access to
the Plumb Design Visual Thesaurus, an engaging software program that creates 3-D
relationships among English words. The software uses dynamic typography and
design to create a web of relationships among words. The result? An innovative
approach to language. Word forms that are closely related become brighter and are
grouped toward the center, and those that have less relation disappear from tienatured
display. An example of how Visual Thesaurus shows the

Grant recipient, English teacher James Denham, has found the Visual Therelationships among words.
to be an effective learning tool. “After using this interactive study tool for a three
month period last year, our kids demonstrated significant improvement on a controlled vocabulary standardized test. Thieyl thaimen
it greatly expanded their awareness of word alternatives and also acted as on on-board dictionary when used in conjuhetromordth
processing program. It was easy to use, entertaining, and informative.”

A resounding sixty-eight (68) percent of the students that participated in the project were able to improve their vocalgymigignrec
skills as a result of this study.

The Montrose Alternative Program has also forged a relationship with Plumb Design, the creators of the Visual Thesausus@nd wa
of the first high school groups in the country to test the finished product when it was launched.

destroyed

stale

MINI-GRANT: INTEGRATING ART

They say that a picture is worth a thousand words. At the Clinton School, the act of drawing helped give students a greater voic
A SOMEF mini-grant allowed Kindergarten, first and second grade
The anYs oxe crawli ng owound teachers to help their students make stronger connections between visual and
the tunnels. ; verbal expression. Expanding on a Montclair State University funded
K ) demonstration project, the teachers used the grant to buy art supplies, and to
further integrate art into their existing curriculum.

Across the grades, children were encouraged to draw. To sketch. To
observe. To imagine. Kindergarteners participated in a classroom project,
recording their personal experience at home with Goldie, a stuffed class
mascot. First graders were more scientific in their observations, drawing and
describing leaves from a variety of trees. Second graders engaged in field study,
traveling to Sandy Hook to observe and record a lighthouse and its exquisite
detail, as part of their integrated plan of study.

"Writers work from observation, imagination and memory," said
Carol Lerner, a Clinton Kindergarten teacher. "We found that when our students
wrote after having drawn in their sketchbook first, the writing was much more
detailed and vivid. Even the youngest students, who would dictate their
sentences to their teacher, showed great imagination. It was as if the pictures acted as a stimulus to the brain.”

Ms. Lerner and her Clinton colleagues — first grade teachers Marlene Cutrufello, Michelle Harth, and Beth Frascella, ajrddecond
teacher Bernice Hall — believe that when art techniques are introduced alongside language arts, social studies, math arslsizeitis
critical thinking skills are enhanced, as are their fine motor skills and powers of observation.

VISIT SOMEF'S WEBSITE: WWW.SOMEF.ORG
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The South Orange-Maplewood
Education Foundation (SOMEF)
We believe that an exemplary
public school system is essential
to the well-being of our
community. Our mission is to
enhance the educational
experience for all South Orange-
Maplewood School District
students and staff by providing
funds to enrich educational
programs, activities, and facilities.
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2004-2005 Board of Trustees South Orange-M aplewood Education Foundation
David Ascher, Stephanie Bar Am, Karen Basedow, Doris Boyer, Jean Campbell, Treasure Cohen, Patti Coleman,
Beth Daugherty, Lorraine Gibbons, Richard Goldstein, Peter Horoschak, Dallas Jackson, Gia James,
Mila Jasey, John Jeffries, Sandra Karriem, Sandra Kurek, Joan Lee, Meryl Levine, Joy Markel, Thea Okin,
James Rebhorn, Betty Slevin, Nancy Sobieski, Mark Tolstoi, Gloria Turner, Suzanne Vine, Lisa Winkler
Deborah Prinz, Executive Director
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